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Barbie Kjar’s artwork explores the nature of humanity and the richness and diversity 
of the myriad cultures of the world. Kjar’s fascination with social and cultural 
traditions, language, storytelling, dance and mythology imbue her work with depth 
and a vibrant sense of life. 

Kjar’s current exhibition Mother Tongue reflects themes relating to identity and 
individual life experience based on our first or native language; ‘Mother tongue is the 
language spoken in a region which enables the process of enculturation, the growing of an 
individual into a particular system of linguistic perception of the world.’ 
W. Tulasiewicz & A. Adams 
 
The beauty and mystery of the human condition is vividly expressed through 
her new and compelling series of portraits realised across a range of media and 
techniques. Through close observation and profound connection with each sitter, 
Kjar eloquently uncovers unique qualities of each individual, evoking for the viewer 
the experiences they have lived and chosen to share with the artist. 

‘This exhibition is focussed around ten people who I have been drawing. Most of the people 
were strangers who I saw or met in social situations like dance events or galleries and 
asked if I could draw their portraits. They come from a range of ethnic backgrounds and 
have shared some of their stories relating to the influence of their mother tongue on their 
lives.

I asked each person to send or give me a piece of writing in their native language which 
had significance to them. I recorded them reading the text and this forms part of a sound 
installation sculpture which will be exhibited along with the drawings.

The people I chose to draw, their names and their stories are pivotal to this exhibition. 
Thank you Pierpaolo Borcuzzi (Vimal), Seyhan Camgoz, Cihan Bektas, Hiwott Kelemwork, 
Anu Abeysekera, Maurizio Salvati, Damien Yang, Holger Dielenberg, Karen Bravo Garcia, 
Jim Everett and Demet, Lola Greeno, Louis, Diego Sztejman and Raquel.’  
Barbie Kjar, 2018

Mother Tongue presents a stunning series of large scale drawings in charcoal and 
watercolour, drypoint etchings, smaller portraits on copper and an audio/sculptural 
piece which echoes throughout the installation. 

Barbie Kjar’s insightful and mystical work invites the viewer to connect with lives 
and stories unknown, to be enchanted by the unfamiliar and to recognise within 
every human story the profound and unmistakable connections between us all.  
 
Mother Tongue is current until 16 September 2018. 
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